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GET STARTED 

To access the online map head to: https://gisdata.eddmaps.org/apps/simp/ 

WELCOME 

Welcome to the new online tools for biocontrol monitoring and reporting. Use 
this guide as a starting place to understand some of the mapping capabilities 
and features. While we tried to build the tools to be easy to use and 
understand, some features might need a bit more of an explanation. After 
browsing through the guide, we encourage you to open up the online 
application and dive in. If you need further assistance, we are here to help.  
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SIMP ANALYSIS TOOL 

 

Select the Site Name you are interested in running an analysis on by choosing 
one from the drop-down list. Next select the analysis type you are interested in 
running on the site. You can use the year filters to run analysis on specific years 
or leave them blank to run analysis on all of the years at once. 

 

 

There are 6 types of analysis you can run with the tool: 

Stems- Compare the height of the tallest stem and the number of target weed 
stems per plot from year to year.  

Establishment- Compare the average number of insects at the site over the 
years.  

Target Weed- Compare the presence of the target weed over time 

Cover- Compare the percentages of the target weed, forbs, grass, bare ground, 
litter, and moss over time 

(NEW) Desirable Cover- Compare desirable cover, other weeds present, and 
target weed percentages. 

(NEW) Insects- Compare the number of insects, height of the tallest stem, and 
the number of stems. 

You can select each one individually and execute the tool. 
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Once you have a chance to look at the graph, you might want the ability to add 
it into your overall site report. Just select that option below the graph to get it 
added. 

 

 

You can continue to run through all of the graphs and add them to the report as 
needed.  

Once you are done adding the graphs you can add a map summary and select 
site photos to be added to the report. 
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Add your map summary and any text you want included. 

If your site has linked map images (already in the historical database) you will 
see the option to add these to the report. If you DO NOT see this option then 
your site does not have the images linked in the database yet. *This feature will 
be expanded in later releases 

 

Check the years for the images you would like to include and click OK.  

Then Run Your Report. 

You’ll get a map image, attribute table, graphs you chose to add, a map 
summary, and any selected images as part of your report. Make sure it’s set to 
print in landscape format and then select print.  
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MAP LAYERS AND LEGEND 

You can turn layers on and off in the map display by clicking on the map layers 
icon and then checking on/off layers. 

 

Optionally you can open the attribute table for the different layers by selecting 
the dots to the right of the layer name and selecting View in Attribute Table. 
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BASEMAP SELECTOR 

Switch the base map background layer to better display your map features or 
even create your own mashup.  

Select the Base Map Switcher tool. 

 

Then select one of the other base maps. To create your own mashup, click on 
the plus sign next to the base map to get it added in addition to the existing 
one. 

 

Then use the slider to make one more transparent or opaque.  

 

You can select any base map layer to be added to the map by just repeating that 
process.  
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ADD DATA 

You can add custom content to your online map through ArcGIS online, a 
custom URL, or adding your own files by using the Add Data tool. 

 

1. ArcGIS Online- type in the search box to locate available layers for your 
map 

 

 

Select the ones you want by clicking ADD. You can add as many layers as you 
want.  

 

Once they are added to the map display they will be added to the Map Layers 
also. You can turn them on/off by unchecking the box. 
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To remove them from your map, select the Layers from the bottom right of the 
panel and then click on the trash can.  

 

 

 

2. URL – You can add a map service to your online map by adding the url to 
your map service inside the box.  

 
The map service is added to the map and the Map Layers.  

To remove them from your map, select the Layers from the bottom 
right of the panel and then click on the trash can.  
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3. File- You can add your own custom shapefiles, csv files, gpx files, and 
geo json files to the map by dragging and dropping them or browsing to 
the location.  
All files should be in zipped archive and in a geographic coordinate 
system to be drawn accurately on the map.  

  

Once they are added to the map display they will be added to the Map 
Layers also. You can turn them on/off by unchecking the box. 

To remove them from your map, select the Layers from the bottom right of 
the panel and then click on the trash can.  

 

SELECT DATA 

You can use the select tool to get more information about specific features in 
the map.  
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Select the layer you are interested in and draw a box around your features. 

 

 

Next click the dots to the right to see the available actions.  

 

 

To add to your selection, click on Shift and drag a box around your new features. 

To remove from your selection, click on Ctrl and drag a box around what you 
want to remove.  

When you are finished, click on Clear to clear the selection from the map.  
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SEARCH FOR DATA 

There are 3 ways you can query out specific features in the biocontrol or the 
SIMP layers by using the Search For Data tool. 

 

1. By Value – Allows you to search by specific attributes (weed common 
names, scientific names, site names etc) 

Select the layer you want to query/search and then select the way you want to 
search the data. 

 

Next select one of the attributes from the drop down list. Optionally you can 
elect to limit the search to the map extent by selecting the box. 

 Then click Search.  
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The results are loaded in the map and the map will zoom to the area. The 
attribute table will automatically open below the map and you can scroll 
through the fields (columns). You can click on the points to get more 
information.  

To clear the results, click on the dots to the right and select it 

 

2. By Shape- You can query features in the map by drawing shapes on the 
map.  

First select the layer you want to query and then select the shape you want 
to use. 

Optionally you can add a search tolerance and a buffer to your shape.  

With the shape selected, draw your area of interest on the map. 
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The results are loaded in the map and the map will zoom to the area. The 
attribute table will automatically open below the map and you can scroll 
through the fields (columns). You can click on the points to get more 
information.  

To clear the results, click on the dots to the right and select it 

 

 

3. By Spatial- This option allows you to add a spatial component to your 
searches.  
After selecting the features By Value or By Shape, you can add a spatial 
search to the results by selecting that option.  
Click on the By Spatial tab and apply a search distance to the query. 
Next select the layer you want to search and select one of the spatial 
relationships: 
 Entirely Contained In 
 Intersected By 
 Within 
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The results are loaded in the map and the map will zoom to the area. The 
attribute table will automatically open below the map and you can scroll 
through the fields (columns). You can click on the points to get more 
information.  

To clear the results, click on the dots to the right and select it 

 

  

DRAWING 

You can add your own custom text, shapes, and markup to your maps for 
printing.  

Select the Draw tool and select one of the draw modes: shapes, text, or lines.  

 

For shapes, select the color options, transparency, outlines, and text content. 
Then draw the shape on the map. 

For text, select the color and font size and type the desired text in the box. Then 
click the spot on the map. 
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Clear your graphics by selecting the Clear button. 

MAP SHARE 

You can share your map by embedding it on a website, emailing the link, or via 
social media.  

 

Zoom into the map so you are in your focus area and then select the Share Tool. 
Select the options you want and then share your map. 
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ATTRIBUTE TABLE 

You can access the attribute table (tabular data) for different feature layers by 
selecting the dots to the right of the map layer (in the map legend) and selecting 
view in attribute table. 

  

PRINT MAP 

You can print your own customized maps with your custom layers and markups 
by using the print tool.  

 

Give it a Map Title, select the desired layout, and select the format from your 
available choices.  

Optionally you can access the Advanced options and change the size and DPI of 
the map, change map scales, and add additional metadata.  
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ADDRESS LOCATOR 

To find specific areas on the map you can use the top search bar geocoder.  
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HELP 

For additional help you can access some of the help videos at: 
http://gisdata.eddmaps.org/videos.html 

 

Still need help? Contact Becca Winston: becca.winston@getmia.net 
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